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President’s Drive—New Year Day 
By Dennis J. Magee, Editor         

 
It was a bright and clear day this first 
day of the new year  as over twenty-two 
cars began the President’s Drive 2012 
from the Blackthorn Memorial Park. The 
Park is located on the North Pier of the 
Skyway Fishing Pier State Park, this site 
is maintained by the Florida Department 
of Transportation. The memorial 
commemorates the sinking of the Coast 
Guard cutter Blackthorn near this 
location in 1980. This is the same jump 
off location used for the President’s 
Drive 2011. The majority of the cars 
were British with a couple of American 
autos along for the ride. The journey led 
us through  many back roads of Old Florida, along plant nurseries, strawberry farms, within 
Manatee and Hillsborough County. The drive was about fifty miles lasting about two hours. 

The weather could not have been better, with  
top-down driving at its best. If the drive did not 
make you hungry, the weather certainly did as the 
group stopped at Shenaniganz Restaurant, Apollo 
Beach for tasty treats and liquid refreshments. By 
two-thirty pm, it 
was time to 
depart, either for 
home and for 
some an extra 
trip to view the 
Manatees, at the 
power plant. 
Thanks again to 
our hosts, The 

Tampa Bay British Car Club, Phil and Fiona Ross for this wonderful 
driving event. 
 
 

The Grind House Luncheon 
By Dennis Magee, Editor 

 
Over twenty-six members  dined for lunch at the Grind House 
British Pub, Safety Harbor  on January 21, in lieu of the club’s 
regular breakfast activity. This was the  club’s first special 
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It is the policy of this editor to review 
all articles submitted and make 
changes as necessary. 

 
 

activity of the new year. There was plenty of Fish and Chips, 
along with a wide choice of other British selections on the 
menu. The British Pub setting along with several of our 
British members,  created an opportunity to discuss the TV 
series on PBS, The Downton Abbey and the British way of 
life during the early nineteen-hundreds. The series is set in the 
fictional Downton Abbey, the Yorkshire country house of he 
Earl and Countess of Granthan and follows the lives of the 
aristocratic Crawley family and their servants in the reign of 
King George V. The first series spans two years before the 
Great War,  beginning with news of the sinking of the Titanic,  
which sets the story in motion. The second series covers the 
years 1916 to 1919 and the 2011 Christmas Special December 
1919 to January 1920.  Highclere Castle in Hampshire was 
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used for exterior shots of Downton Abbey and most of the interior filming. The main focus of the 
discussion was the culture of the aristocratic form of life style and the evolution of the culture in 
today's British society. Great discussion and an opportunity to learn from our fellow British members.  
 

Meet our fellow members: 
Mike & Karen Silvernail's  British Car Experience 

 
Karen and I met in 1961 while I was in college in the upstate New York small city of Oneonta.  Karen 

was attending college in Albany and lived in the 
nearby Oneonta village of Sidney. 
 
Shortly after we started dating, I bought my first 
MG.  It was a 1953 MGTD, for which I traded in 
my rust laden 1955 Ford.  The TD came from the 
Morris Garage, owned by Gordon Morris.  He was 
a dealer for MG, Morris Minor, and Austin Healy 
cars.  His lead mechanic was Sherm Decker, who 
was a pretty good race driver.  He had quite a 
record driving at Lime Rock and Watkins Glen, as 
well as on the MGA factory team in the Sebring 12 
hour race. 
 
Often, Karen and I would double date in the TD.  

Karen on the emergency brake and the other couple in the passenger seat.  One problem I had with the 
TD was the side curtains.  The plastic in them had 
turned white and opaque.  I decided to fix them 
with some thin plastic food wrap.  The frames 
came apart and the repair was easy.  The only 
problem was they were very fragile and had to be 
handled carefully.  After picking Karen up from 
college in Albany one cold winter night, we were 
driving back to Oneonta.  The winds were quite 
strong and we had not gotten far down Route 7 
from Albany before my trusty repaired windows 
blew completely out.  The tiny heater in the TD 
did not stand a chance against the cold and luckily 
we had a blanket that we spread across our laps.  
The one glove that I had was used for the steering 
hand.  It was a long cold ride that night, but the TD 
did not miss a beat and carried us through.   
 
The TD lasted with me until I got a mangled rear fender.  I was backing out of a parking space near the 
college field house after soccer practice and was hit.  I thought the car was going to tip over, but it 
came back down on all four.  The wing was a real mess.  When Gordy Morris saw it, he surprised me 
with an offer for a trade up to a 1960 MGA 1600.  The car was several years old, bright red, wire 
wheels, and beige leather interior.  This was my second MG.  Karen and I had many fun hours driving 
and riding in that car.  Karen did have a few trying times learning to feather the clutch so that she 
wouldn't 'buck' the car when starting up. 
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For service, I would take the MGA to a small garage near Oneonta that Sherm Decker was operating.  
It was interesting to see him working there on the race cars of the guys he would be racing against on 
the weekends. 
 
The red MGA 1600 stayed with me until it was about time to graduate from college.  Karen and I were 
also beginning to think about marriage and start our life together.  A friend had a nice Morris Minor to 
trade and the deal made financial sense and the extra room in the MM made it a better first car for 
Karen and me.  It was the car that we drove for the next several years and it would be several more 
years until our next MG. 
 
In 1972 we moved to Largo, FL where I began teaching science at Largo Middle School.  I worked 
with a teacher whose husband had a 1965 MGB that was a mess that he planned to rebuild.  That didn't 
happen so he sold it to me for $50.  I hooked a rope to it and towed it home.  The engine was sitting 
where the passenger seat should have been.  I worked on it for about a year before it was done and 
could be driven.  I'm sure our neighbors  loved seeing me wheeling the engine down to the end of the 
driveway where I would de-gunk and spray it.  Our rwo young sons enjoyed riding in it with the top 
down.  After several years, it was decided we needed something bigger for a second car.  So the B was 
sold to a neighbor and we bought a bigger and better car.  A Chevy Vega.  That ended MG cars for us 
for quite awhile. 

 
Several years ago I ran into a golfing buddy in a 
parking lot and he was driving an MGTD.  I was 
surprised and the car brought back lots of fond MG 
memories.  In talking with him I learned about 
Glenn's MG Repair, which was where he took it for 
service.   Several days later I was talking with Glenn 
and he gave me a tour of the garage.  I was 
impressed that Glenn could provide such a service 
for British cars in this area.  Looking for a project, 
Glenn gave me names of people in the area who 
might have an MG for sale. 
 
I spent some time checking out various possible cars 
to buy.  I looked at MGTDs and MGBs.  While 
looking at the first TD with Karen, she said “I have 
a concern”.  She was quick to point out that the size 
of the TD hadn't changed over the years.  She was 
sure that I couldn't get into one now.  I had to prove 
her wrong.  She was impressed when I drove the car 
around the block, but it was great being able to 
breathe again after getting out of the car.   
 
The only MGA I found for sale in the area was on 
St. Pete Beach.  It was a red 1960 1600.  The car 
was a Florida car and the owner had paperwork 
back to the early 1960s.  It had been owned a long 
time by  Sacino, from Sacino's Men's Evening Wear 
stores in St. Pete and Orlando.  The man selling it 
had been a long time friend of Sacino and had 

 February 2012 Fellowship 
 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 February 15 Bill & Carol Boyd 
 February 17 Alex & Marion Galambos 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 February  3 Joyce Reddish 
 February  6 Marge Weintraub 
 February  7 Karen Silvernail 
 February  8 Ruth Faria 
 February  9 Tyrone Reddish 
 February 17 Bill Graham 
 February 19 Bill Terlop 
 February 21 Terry McCarroll 
 February 22 Nell Spirek 
 February 26 Steve McDowell 
 February 26 Lorraine Spicer 
 February 27 Jeff Zorn 
 
FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 
John Robinson is recovering from a fractured leg 
which he suffered in October. 
Bobbie Strickland is doing well after surgery for a 
new left knee. 
Club Members continue to keep Bob Cannarella in 
our thoughts.  He assures us that he’ll be with us 
when he gets his “groove” back. 



5 

 

purchased the car from the family after his death.  
It had been painted several years ago but needed 
work.  It ran and I was able to drive it home after 
the purchase.  It drove much better after 
reworking the front brakes and changing out some 
ignition parts.  Glenn and his staff have helped 
with repairs and restorations that I've felt were 
beyond my capabilities.  They have been a valued 
resource. 
 
This MGA became our fourth MG car over a span 
of 50 years and nearly matches our other MGA of 
long ago.  As with all MGs, it continues to be a 

work in progress.  With it, we have gotten to join the  MG club and meet some super people.   Karen 
and I are looking forward to enjoying the car in future club activities.  
 

 
MGB Brake light Switch 

by John Lester 

 
The other day my neighbor told me that the brake lights were not working on Noddy, my 1980 
MGB. I called Glenn, of Glenn's MG Repair who told me that he does not like the switches that 
can be purchased now as the spring in them is too 
weak and they do not last. He would have to look 
to see if he could find a good used one, but in the 
meantime why didn't I try to fix it. So I did. 
Getting the switch out is fairly easy, if you find the 
clutch master cylinder it is just inboard of that. 
Disconnect the wires so you can unscrew it. 

 
The switch is basically two parts, a plastic part to 
which the terminals are attached and a metal part 
crimped to the plastic part which has the thrust rod 
and the screw in part. 

Gently pry open the crimping using a sharp 
screwdriver and the two parts will come apart 
fairly easily. 
 
The above picture shows the plastic part with 
two copper terminals and a round connecting 
piece underneath which is a spring. This 
round part has to make an electrical contact 
across the two copper terminals for the brake 
lights to come on. On the right is the metal 
housing and the thrust pin which opens and 
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closes the contacts. My problem was just dirt 
in the contacts. 
It is extremely difficult to clean the contacts 
with an abrasive so I sprayed a liberal amount 
of  electrical contact cleaner onto them. You 
can test the switch without putting it back 
together. Using just the plastic part connect the 
leads, turn on the ignition and if your contacts 
are clean the brake lights will come on. Crimp 
the two parts together, I used a screwdriver and 
light taps with a hammer, screw in the switch 
until you feel resistance i.e. the spring has 
opened the contacts, connect the leads, test 
again, this time when you turn on the ignition the brake lights should NOT come on but when 
you depress the brake pedal they should. Now you should be all done. 
 
Reinstalled brake light switch. Note Clutch Master cylinder on right. 
 

The Florida Suncoast MG Car Club 
Monthly Minutes Summary 

January 11, 2012 
 
President, Glenn Lenhard, called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m., welcoming guest, Sandra Knight. 
The Secretary's Report and the Treasurer’s Report were approved as presented. 
Membership Report:  There are currently 42 member/families.  Bruce Rauch, Membership Chairman, will be 
sending out a mailing to those who have yet to send in their dues. 
Regalia:  Contact Barrie Carson if you would like to purchase any Club regalia.  The Club approved purchasing 
more Club pens. Bert Rauch will contact Barrie about this. 
Activities: 
 Past Activities:  
December 3rd – St. Petersburg Santa Parade – article in Informer 
December 11th - Holiday Party – article in the Informer 
January 1st – President’s Drive with the Tampa Bay British Car Club. This event was well attended by 22 cars 
and the weather was very cooperative. 
 Future Activities:  Bruce Rauch passed out a list of possible events and asked people to step up to hosting a 
Breakfast Club event.  He went through the upcoming activities that the Board of Directors decided on at the 
Board meeting on January 4th.  See Activities in this Informer. 
When the items collected from our Christmas party were delivered to Ronald McDonald House, the staff invited 
our Club to tour the Ronald McDonald House. This may fit in sometime after a Breakfast Club Event.  
If there is enough interest, we may consider an overnight visit to Mt. Dora & surrounding area.   
The Mustang Club has agreed to take over the Davis Island Car Show. 
Breakfast Club:  see Activities 
If anyone has an Activity or Breakfast Club they would like to host, please contact Bruce! 
Fellowship:  Bob Cannarella is slowly getting his strength back. John Robinson had a serious accident and is 
recovering from that.      
Newsletter: Deadline for articles is January 20th. Mike Silvernail agreed to write a “Meet Your Member” 
article. 
New Business:  MG Jamboree 18: November 2 – 4, 2012.  Gail has secured the Homosassa Riverside Resort for 
the weekend with comparable prices from the last MG Jamboree.  Volunteers are needed – contact Gail. 
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Announcements:  Sandra Knight won the 50 – 50 Raffle. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Gail Lenhard, Secretary   

 
 
 

Bold type is club sponsored event. 
 
Feb 08:  Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Feb 11: Breakfast Club at the Dome Grill, 561 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg followed by a 
stroll through the Fresh Market - hosted by Bert & Bruce Rauch 
 
Feb 26:  A Fun Run to Bartow for Brunch at the Stanford Inn, then an afternoon picnic at the Gamble 
Mansion - meet at the Blackthorn Memorial at 8:00 AM - hosted by Ellen and Rick Bucchino - Five 
Dollar per car fee to cover picnic expenses. 
 
Mar 3:  Breakfast Club at Hurricane Restaurant  followed by our cars on display at The Island 
Festival in Pass-A-Grille - Food, Crafts and Cars to benefit the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum 
- hosted by Margaret & John Lester, Bert & Bruce Rauch,  at 10th Ave and Gulf Blvd on March 
3rd 2012 from 9am to 3pm. They have asked us to put on a car show as an added attraction. 10th 
Ave will be blocked off. The museum will use about 200 feet from Gulf Blvd for their stage etc 
and the rest is ours. The Museum is obtaining discount ticket for breakfast at the Hurricane 
restaurant on the corner of 9th Ave and Gulf Blvd. Bring your little British car to this event. 
Spencer Lucas, the President of the Museum will pick his favorite car and will give a small prize. 
We will ask for a donation to the Museum, as you enter. To get there take the Bayway to Gulf 
Blvd at the Don Cesar the turn south on Pass-A-Grill Way, continue on Pass-A-Grill Way for 
about one mile to 10th Ave on the right. 
Please email me if you plan to attend. John Lester, Ladylester@verizon.net 813-831-4869 
 
Mar 10:  Bartow Army Airfield Tour - hosted by Dennis Magee 
 
Mar 14: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Mar 23: GOF South at The Hilton/Orlando/Altamonte Hotel, Orlando - hosted by the Classic MG Club 
of Orlando 
 
Mar 31: All British Car Show, Mead Gardens, Winter Park - www.allbritishcarclub.com 
 
Apr 11: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Apr 14:  Breakfast with Mike & Karen Silvernail followed by a Mystery Run hosted by Karen & 
Mike Silvernail 
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Apr 23-27:  Key West NAMGAR Regional -This regional is always fun and a great way to see the 
Keys -Go to: www.keywestbritishcarclub.com for details. 
 
May:  Breakfast Club at the Treasure Island Yacht Club hosted by Dave Wilgus 
 
May 5:  Drive Your MGA Day - dedicated to you and your MGA 
 
May 09:  Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
May:  Breakfast followed by a Canoe Trip - hosted by Glenn Lenhard and Ted Badger 
 
Jun 6-10, 2012: Dillard, Georgia - North American MGB Register Annual Convention - hosted by 
Peachtree MG Registry at the Dillard House - More info will be posted on http://www.mg2012.com 
 
Jun 13: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Jun 30:  Brits by the Bay Picnic, Phillippe Park, Safety Harbor - hosted by the Tampa Bay British Car 
Club 
 
Jul 11:  Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Jul 9-13:  North American MGA Register-GT 37 held in Dayton, OH hosted by the Southeastern Ohio 
Centre MG Club.  For details go to: www.gt37.namgar.com  
 
Aug 08: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Aug: Rays baseball game hosted by Roberta and Bruce Rauch 
 
Sep 12: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Sep: Breakfast followed by a drive through Hillsborough County to Dinosaur-World or 
Gatorland 
 
Oct 10: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
 
Oct 27: Breakfast at the Paradise Restaurant followed by the All-British Auto Jumble & Car 
Show, Safety Harbor 
 
Nov 2-4: MG Jamboree 18, Homosassa, FL 
 
Nov 14: Monthly members meeting; 7:30 PM at the Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First St. 
SE, Saint Petersburg, 33701 (727) 823-7767 
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Dec:  Saint Petersburg Santa Parade and lunch at Chattaways 
 
Dec:  FSMGCC Christmas Party 
 

 
 
 
 
Jan 29:  43rd Annual Devereaux-Kaiser Antique Car Show in Sarasota, Fl. Westfield Sarasota Square 
Mall 8201 S Tamiami Trail, US 41 & Beneva Road 
 
Jan 29:   Sarasota Polo Club Match at Lakewood Ranch, University Parkway and Lorraine Road - gates 
open at 10:AM 
 
Feb 17-18:  The Villages Cruise-In car show - The Villages - 2:PM to 7:PM - for information contact 
Dennis Magee at: 727-726-1273 
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  P O Box 61273 
 St Petersburg, FL  33784-1273 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 2012 
  

 

 February  
 
8: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar 
Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St. Peters-
burg, FL  33701. 727-823-7767 
 
11: Breakfast Club at the Dome Grill, 561 Central 
Avenue, St. Petersburg followed by a stroll through 
the Fresh Market - hosted by Bert & Bruce Rauch 
 
26: A Fun Run to Bartow for Brunch at the Stanford  
Inn, then an afternoon picnic at the Gamble Mansion 
- meet at the Blackthorn Memorial at 8:00 AM - 
hosted by Ellen and Rick Bucchino - Five Dollar per 
car fee to cover picnic expenses. 
 

March 
 
3:  Breakfast Club at Hurricane Restaurant  followed 
by our cars on display at The Island Festival in Pass-
A-Grille - Food, Crafts and Cars to benefit the Gulf 
Beaches Historical Museum - hosted by Margaret & 
John Lester, Bert & Bruce Rauch 


