
  

 

MORRIS GARAGES 

INFORMER 

A Walk Through History 
By: Gail Lenhard 

 
On Saturday, June 4th, twelve members converged on the Fireplace Restaurant in Seminole for a 
fabulous breakfast and 
fellowship.  We had an 
excellent server who made 
sure our coffee cups were 
never empty and our orders 
delivered hot.  After breakfast, 
our group caravanned to the 
Armed Forces Military 
Museum in Largo.   Outside 
surrounding the museum were 
al l  types of mili tary 
transportation – planes, 
helicopters, tanks, and jeeps.  
It was really interesting to see 
these up close and marvel at 
the craftsmanship.  Our tour 
guide, Frank, was a Marine 
who had his own stories to tell 
us of the various items on display. 
 
The tour began in “Salute to Service” gallery that featured various formal and service uniforms of US 
servicemen and women ranging from the Civil War to the present day.  Many of these uniforms were 
donated by local veterans and were quite impressive. 
 
If you have an interest in military weaponry, then the next gallery 
would interest you.  The “Firearms & Ordnance/Mines & Grenades 
room had so many types of weapons that I got the chills just looking 
at them knowing what they were designed for. 
 
We then walked through the “World War I Trench” gallery that was 
so lifelike it was eerie.  To show what life was like for our soldiers, 
there was a diorama showing an underground bunker, complete with 
spiders, which were a problem for the soldiers. 
 
The next gallery depicted the attack on Pearl Harbor and the 
beginning of WWII.  On display were the actual models of the 
Japanese fleet used in the 1950 movie “Tora, Tora, Tora”.  Frank said 
that “Tora” means “tiger” in Japanese but the phrase “Tora! Tora! 
Tora!” was a code phrase for “attack with torpedoes”.  A large movie 
screen showed actual footage of the December 7th attack from both 
the Japanese and the Americans.  The detail on these models was 
incredible.  Watching the footage made me pause to reflect on all the 
lives lost that day. 
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2011 Club Officers 
 

President 
Glenn Lenhard 
727-822-5118 
glenn@glennsmg.com 
 
Vice-President 
Steve McDowell  
813-508-2078    
smcdowe2@tampabay.rr.com 
                         
Secretary 
Gail Lenhard 
727-822-5118 
gail@glennsmg.com 
 
Treasurer 
John Lester 
813-831-4869 
ladylester@verizon.net 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Bruce Rauch 
727-576-9474 
brauch1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
Dennis J. Magee   
727-726-1273    
dmagee119@verizon.net 
 
Jean R. Magee 
727-726-1273 
dmagee119@verizon.net 
 
Barrie Carson  
and Regalia Chairman 
727-791-8682 
carson5422@aol.com   
 
Web Site 
www.fsmgcc.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Dennis J. Magee 
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all articles submitted and make 
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One gallery displayed the memorabilia from Colonel Leonard 
Schroeder, a local resident who was the first soldier to land on Utah 
Beach during the D-Day operation.  He recounts this feat in an 
audio clip and if you closed your eyes, you could almost envision 
the invasion. 
 
The next gallery took us to France – St. Mere Eglise to be exact 
where we see paratrooper Private John Steele who was captured 
briefly by the Germans after catching his parachute on the church’s 
steeple.  In addition there was a PT boat with a tank coming off it as 
well as a depiction of the villagers in the upper windows of their 
homes. 
 
Rose’s Bar was next on our tour and this was a replica of the 
favorite bar of U.S. soldiers during the Korean War.  This bar in 
Seoul, Korea was highlighted in the television series “M.A.S.H.”.    
It wasn’t hard to imagine our soldiers finding solace in a drink or 
two during this time of war. 
 
We then traveled down the Ho Chi Mon Trail diorama which 
depicted the complex network of truck roads, bicycle and foot paths 
with water routes tat was used to move supplies and soldiers to the 
North Vietnam Army and Vietcong. 
 
Lastly there was a small table.  Nothing fancy, but never-the-less 
very important.  The items on the table each symbolize something 
associate with our POWs/MIA.  This table is the museum’s way of 
symbolizing those members of our services who are still missing 
from our midst. 
 
The entire tour lasted a little over an hour but the memories of what 
I saw will stay with me for a long time. 
 
The Armed Forces Military Museum walks you through military 
history from a WWI trench to the flight deck of the Japanese 
aircraft carrier Akagi.  The museum has completed displays 
reflecting WWI, an extensive display of Japanese memorabilia 
associated with the WWII attack on Pearl Harbor, displays of the 
USMC in the South Pacific, D-Day landings, German Third Reich, 
Korean War and 8063rd M.A.S.H memorabilia. Exhibits are 
enhanced with simulations of smoke, sounds of airplanes and tanks, 
and other audio/visual effects.  These effects will make you feel 
you are part of the action.  
. 
The museum is proceeding with its development program that 
includes several additional displays and the presentation of 
equipment and weapons.  Future displays will represent the Cold 
War, Vietnam, Desert Storm (Saudi Arabia), Afghanistan and 
Iraq.  Among the numerous vehicles, equipment and memorabilia – 
three of the many outstanding artifacts are a wooden cross-bow 
used in Vietnam, a Ford M151 experimental utility truck, and the 
only known full service uniform of Saddam Hussein in the United 
States. 
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Three for the Road 
By John Lester 

 
The attached photo is of Margaret and I with my sister Ann, all in Noddy, my MGB about to cruise the back 
roads of Crossville Tennessee. We cruise the back roads to keep out of the eyes of the local Law!!! 
 
My sister Ann wanted to come with us from Tampa to 
Seattle so she could see our daughter Nancy, so she 
flew into Tampa and will fly back to England from 
Seattle. I told her that it is going to be hot (she does 
not like heat), there are going to be bugs ( she does 
not like mosquitoes) and I only tow a two-seater car. 
Well, she solved the two-seater car problem!!! 
 
Next thing is to get a goat, a few chickens and a 
rocking chair on top of the RV and we will be real 
Beverly Hillbillies!! 
 
John, Margaret and Ann 

 

 
The Florida Suncoast MG Car Club 

Monthly Minutes 
June 8, 2011 

 
President, Glenn Lenhard, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Secretary's/Treasurer’s Reports:  A motion was made and approved to accept both reports as presented. 
The CD was renewed for 13 months @ 1% interest. 
 
Membership Report:  Steve said that there are currently 77 member/families. 
 
Regalia:  Contact Barrie Carson if you would like to purchase any club regalia. 
 
Past Activities: 
  May 14th – Social Event at the Titled Kilt – good time – write up in Informer. 
  June 2nd – “British Car Invasion” of Quaker Steak & Lube Restaurant – Mike Silvernail  
  reported that there were six MGs present. 
  June 4th – Breakfast at the Fireplace Restaurant & Armed Forces Museum Tour – Glenn said 
  that the museum was a pleasant surprise and hopes that other members visit this great facility. 
 
 
Future Activities/ Breakfast Club:  See list in Informer 
 
Fellowship:  Bert via phone message reported that everyone was doing well. 
 
Newsletter:  Deadline for articles is June 20th.  A volunteer for the “Meet our Members” article is needed.  Send 
an article, along with pictures, to Dennis. 
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Old Business: 
 
NAMGAR Regional event for 2013 – the club needs a committee/chairperson & dates for event so a formal 
letter can be sent to NAMGAR. 
 
The Meeting venue for the remaining of 2011 meetings will be at the Hanger Restaurant & Lounge – downtown 
St. Petersburg Airport. 
 
New Business: 
 
July 13th – Board of Directors meeting, meeting to be held before the July 13th Regular Business Meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m.  which is open for all members, at the Hanger Restaurant. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bold type is a club sponsored event 

 
July 

 
2: Brits By the Bay Picnic.  Philippe Park, Safety Harbor. See flyer page 10 
  
9: Cars and Coffee at Ferrari of Tampa Bay, 7:30 to 11 AM, 2420 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor 34683 727-784-
3377 
 
13: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 pm.  @ The Hanger Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St. 
Petersburg, FL  33701. 727-823-7767 Special Notice: BOD meeting to be held before the July 13th Regular 
Business Meeting starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 16: Cars and Coffee. DuPont Publishing Headquarters 
West Parking Lot 3051 Tech Drive St. Petersburg, FL 
33716 7 AM – 9AM 

August 
 
10: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 pm.  @ The 
Hanger Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701. 727-823-7767 
 
13: Breakfast at Tiffany's is at 8:30. Tiffany's 
Restaurant, 35000 US 19 N, Palm Harbor FL 34684 
Phone: 727-785-9530. Followed by a visit to Tampa 
Bay Ferrari  at the corner of Us 19 and Tampa Rd. 
Pam Harbor Ferrari. 2420 Tampa Road, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34683, Phone:  727-784-3377 
  
 

 
 

JULY  2011  FELLOWSHIP 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 July  7 John & Janet Hessey 
  July 17 James Porco & Teresa Griffith 
 July 28 John & Ann Fox 
 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 July  3 Joanne Baumgartner  
 July  4 John Soler 
 July  6 Sherrie Fitzpatrick  
 July 10 Jean Magee 
 July 11 Ed McCarroll  
 July 14 Nigel Petch 
 July 17 Rick Hoppes 
 July 28 Joe Kaiser 
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DuBois Nursing Home Celebrates Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Car Show 
By Dennis J. Magee, CPM, Editor 

 

DuBois, Pa. For several years now, the traditional 
Father’s Day celebration at the DuBois Nursing 
Home has centered around a Car Show, featuring 
all makes and models of autos, motorcycles, trucks 
and tractors, and also included entertainment from  
a  band, The Glendale Train. There were food 
vendors of various types,  and an Outdoor Flea 
Market. This year’s band kept a wide variety of 
music flowing through-out the day, with tunes from 
the early 40s through the 70s all for the benefit of 
the nursing home residents. The car show allowed 
the residents to view the cars and enjoy the music 
and food, along with their many relatives and 
visitors. Local member Dennis Magee, took third 
place in class with his 1980  British Racing Green MGB. Also, local member Bob McKee was 
represented with his Jaguar XKE. Over $2500 was raised for the residents. This year was the largest 
attended event in the twenty-five year history. 
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  P O Box 61273 
 St Petersburg, FL  33784-1273 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
  

 
July 

 
 
2: Brits By the Bay Picnic.  Philippe Park, Safety 
Harbor.  
  
9: Cars and Coffee at Ferrari of Tampa Bay, 7:30 
to 11 AM, 2420 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor 
34683 727-784-3377 
 
11: Cars and Coffee at Ferrari of Tampa Bay, 
7:30 to 11 AM, 2420 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor 
34683 727-784-337 
 
13: Regular Business Meeting, New location at 
The Hanger @. 7:30 pm.  BOD meeting to be held 
before the July 13th Regular Business Meeting 
starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 16:  Cars and Coffee. DuPont Publishing Head-
quarters West Parking Lot 3051 Tech Drive St. 

New Meeting Location 

The Hanger,   

540 First Street SE, St. 

Petersburg, FL  33701.  

727-823-7767  


